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PROCEEDINGS 


AGAINST 


WILLIAM   LLOYD   GARRISON, 
FOR    A    LIBEL. 


Much  clamor  has  been  made,  and  some  sympathy  ex- 
cited among  well-meaning  persons,  by  William  Lloyd 
Garrison,  editor  of  the  Liberator,  on  account  of  his  con- 
viction, in  a  court  of  this  city,  for  libelling  Francis  Todd 
of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts. 

Aware  of  the  advantage  to  any  cause,  of  the  martyr- 
dom of  its  advocates,  he  has  contrived  to  represent  this 
transaction  as  persecution  by  slave-holders,  for  his  in- 
temperate and  misguided  course  on  the  subject  of  slave- 
ry: and  his  exposure  and  punishment  having  occurred 
in  a  state  still  affected  with  the  evils  of  involuntary  ser- 
vitude, among  a  large  portion  of  its  population,  a  gloss 
of  probability  has  attached  t©  his  statements  on  this  sub- 
ject, both  at  home  and  abroad. 

To  dissipate  this,  among  the  many  dehisions  which 
have  been  caused  by  this  man,  the  following  documents 
have  been  collected.  They  show  conclusively,  that,  so 
far  from  there  having  been  a  combination  among  slave- 
holders to  oppress  him,  there  were  very  few  individuals 
who  possessed  a  slave,  ^either  on  the  grand  jury  which 
presented  him  for  trial,  or  that  by  whose  verdict  he  was 
found  guilty ;  and  that  every  member  of  either  panned 
excepting  one,   was  opposed    to  the  system  of  slavery? 


and  sincerely  desired  its  extermination.  One  juror  alone 
has  qualified  the  expression  of  his  disapprobation  of 
slavery,  but  in  a  manner  which  clearly  proves  he  is  not 
its  advocate. 

With  such  evidence  before  us,  it  may  not  be  necessary 
to  advert  farther  to  the  merits  of  Garrison's  case. — But 
in  fact,  he  would  have  been  convicted  of  this  libel  in  the 
city  of  Boston  itself,  and  by  a  jury  of  his  most  zealous 
co-operators,  if  they  were  just  and  honorable  men.  His 
publication  left  nothing  for  inference  and  innuendo.  It 
avowed  his  determination  to  "cover"  Mr.  Todd  "with 
thick  infamy,"  and  in  pursuance  of  that  object  promul- 
gated statements  utterly  destitute  of  the  slightest  founda- 
tion in  truth,  in  relation  to  a  transaction  which,  as  it  took 
place  at  his  very  door,  the  most  careless  inquiry  must 
have  supplied  him  with  the  correct  details. 

A  gentleman  from  Louisiana  had  purchased  for  remo- 
val to  the  South,  a  number  of  slaves,  whose  owners  were 
unable  to  retain  them  longer   in  their  possession,  and 
who,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  probably  have 
been  subjected  to  the  distress  of  separation.    To  remove 
these   persons  to  their   future  abode,   Mr.  Todd's  ship 
was   chartered   without    his   knowledge,  and  every  ar- 
rangement made  to  promote  their  comfort  on  the  passage. 
They  came  on  board  the  vessel  willingly  and  without  any 
compulsion,  and  appeared  to  be  quite   satisfied,   and  on 
goods  terms  with  their  new  owner.— Suitable  clothing, 
excellent  food,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  the  like,  were  pro- 
vided for  them  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of 
one  of  the  most  respectable  members  of  this  community, 
than  whom,  no  one  ranks   higher  as  a  merchant  and  a 
gentleman.     Not  a  manacle  or  fetter  was  on  board ;  not 
even  an  instance  of  the  slightest  compulsion  occurred. — 


Yet  Garrison,  with  the  avowed  intent  of  covering  the 
distant  proprietor  of  the  ship  "with  thick  infamy/'  deli- 
berately represented  these  people  as  torn  from  their 
homes,  chained,  and  in  short  condemned  to  horrors  scarce 
exceeded  by  those  of  the  middle  passage.  Could  an 
honest  jury  hesitate  about  the  character  of  such  a  trans- 
action, whatever  might  be  their  opinion  of  Garrison's 
general  course,  or  of  the  system  he  sought  to  overturn  ? 
They  should  not;  the  libel  was  false  and  malicious,  and 
upon  their  oaths  they  said  so;  and  the  law  attached,  and 
the  judge  apportioned  the  penalty. 

The  following  documents  exhibit  the  facts  in  the  case: 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1829,  the  following  article 

appeared  in  a  newspaper,  printed  in  Baltimore,  edicted 

and  published   by  Benjamin  Lundy  and  William  Lloyd 

Garrison,  called  "Genius  of  Universal  Emancipation." 

"  BLACK     LIST. 

Horrible  News — Domestic  and  Foreign. 
The  Ship  Francis. 

This  ship,  as  I  mentioned  in  our  last  number,  sailed  a 
few  weeks  since  from  this  port,  with  a  cargo  of  slaves, 
for  the  New  Orleans  market.  I  do  not  repeat  the  fact 
because  it  is  a  rare  instance  of  domestic  piracy,  or  be- 
cause the  case  was  attended  with  extraordinary  circum- 
stances ;  for  the  horrible  traffic  is  briskly  carried  on,  and 
the  transportation  was  effected  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
I  merely  wish  to  illustrate  New  England  humanity  and 
morality.  I  am  resolved  to  cover  with  thick  infamy  all 
who  are  concerned  in  this  nefarious  business. 

1  have  stated  that  the  ship  Francis  sails  from  my  na- 
tive place,  Newburyport  (Massachusetts,)  is  command- 
ed by  a  Yankee  captain,  and  owned  by  a  townsman, 
named,  Francis  Todd. 
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Of  Captain  Nicholas  Brown  I  should  have  expected 
better  conduct.  It  is  no  worse  to  fit  out  piratical  crui- 
sers, or  to  engage  in  the  foreign  slave  trade,  than  to  pur- 
sue a  similar  Irade  along  our  own  coasts;  and  the  men 
who  have  the  wickedness  to  participate  therein,  for  the 
purpose  of  heaping  up  wealth  should  be  $g^  sentenced 
to  solitary  confinement  for  life,  >=€$  they  are  the 
enemies  of  their  own  species — high-icay  robbers  and  mur- 
derers ;  and  their  final  doom  will  be,  unless  they  speed- 
ily repent,  to  occupy  the  lowest  depths  of  perdition.  I 
know  that  our  laws  make  a  distinction  in  this  matter.  I 
know  that  the  man  who  is  allowed  to  freight  his  vessels 
with  slaves  at  home,  for  a  distant  market,  would  be 
thought  worthy  of  death  if  he  should  take  a  similar 
freight  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  but  I  know,  too,  that  this 
distinction  is  absurd,  and  at  war  writh  the  common  sense 
of  mankind,  and  that  God  and  good  men  regard  it  with 
abhorrence. 

I  recollect  it  was  always  a  mystery  in  Newburyport, 
how  Mr.  Todd  contrived  to  make  profitable  voyages  to 
New  Orleans  and  other  places,  when  other  merchants, 
with  as  fair  an  opportunity  to  make  money,  and  sending 
at  the  same  ports,  at  the  same  time,  invariably  made  few- 
er successful  speculations.  The  mystery  seems  to  be 
unravelled.  Any  man  can  gather  up  riches,  if  he  does 
not  care  by  what  means  they  are  obtained. 

The  Francis  carried  off  75  slaves  chained  in  a  narrow 
space  between  decks.  Captain  Brown  originally  in- 
tended to  take  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  unfortu- 
nate creatures ;  but  another  hard-hearted  ship  master 
underbid  him  in  the  price  of  passage  for  the  remaining 
moiety.  Captain  B.  we  believe  is  a  Mason.  Where 
was  his  charity  or  brotherly  kindness.     I  respectfully  re- 


quest  the  editor  of  the  Newburyport  Herald  to  copy  this 
article,  or  publish  a  statement  of  facts  contained  herein— 
not  for  the  purpose  of  giving  information  to  Mr.  Todd,  for 
I  shall  send  him  a  copy  of  this  number,  but  in  order  to 
enlighten  the  public  mind  in  that  quarter.  G." 

At  the  succeeding  February  term  of  Baltimore  City 
Court,  the  grand  jury  presented  this  publication  as  a 
"gross  and  malicious  libel."  The  record  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Court  thereon  are  hereto  subjoined. 

Baltimore  City  Court,  February  term,  1830.  ) 

State  of  Maryland.      City  of  Baltimore  to  wit.  ) 

The  Jurors  of  the  State  of  Maryland  for  the  body  of 
the  City  of  Baltimore,  do  on  their  oaths  present,  that 
Benjamin  Lundy,  late  of  the  City  aforesaid,  yeoman ; 
and  William  Lloyd  Garrison  also  late  of  the  city  afore- 
said, yeoman,  contriving  and  unlawfully,  wickedly  and 
maliciously,  intending  to  hurt,  injure  and  vilify  one  Francis 
Todd,  and  to  deprive  him  of  his  good  name,  fame, 
and  reputation,  and  to  bring  him  into  great  contempt, 
scandal,  infamy  and  disgrace,  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  tweniy- 
nine,  with  force  and  arms  at  the  city  aforesaid,  unlawful- 
ly, wickedly,  and  maliciously  did  print  and  publish,  and 
cause  and  procure  to  be  printed  and  published  in  a  cer- 
tain newspaper,  then  and  there  entitled  the  "Genius  of 
Universal  Emancipation,"  a  certain  communication  un- 
der the  head  of  "Black  List."  Horrible  News — Domes- 
tic and  Foreign,"  and  to  which  communication  the  letter 
"G."  was  then  and  there  appended  as  and  for  a  signa- 
ture, and  which  letter  referred  to  some  person  to  the 
jurors  aforesaid  unknown,  of  and  concerning  the  said 
Francis  Todd,  and  of  and  concerning  him  the  said  Fran- 
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cis  Todd  (amongst  others)   engaged  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  slaves  from  the  port  of  Baltimore  to  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  (being  therefore  to  be  regarded  and  con- 
sidered as  an  enemy  to  his  own  species,  a  high-way 
robber  and  a  murderer)  and  which  said  communication 
then  and  there  contained  the  false,  scandalous  and  mali- 
cious matter  and  libel  following,  that  is  to  say,  "The  ship 
Francis.     The  ship,  as  1"  (meaning  the  said  person  re- 
ferred to  by  the  said  letter  G.)  "mentioned  in  our  last 
number,  sailed  a  few  weeks  since  from  this  port"  (mean- 
ing the  port  of  Baltimore)   "with  a  cargo  of  slaves  for 
the   New  Orleans  market.     I"  (still  meaning  the  said 
person  referred  to  by  the  said  letter  G. )  "do  not  repeat 
the  fact  because  it  is  a  rare  instance  of  domestic  piracy, 
or  because  the  case  was  attended  with  extraordinary 
circumstances,  for  the  horrible  traffic  is  briskly  carried 
on,  and  the  transportation  was  effected  in  the  ordinary 
manner.     I"  (still  meaning  the  said  person  referred  to 
by  the  said  letter  G.)  "merely  wish  to  illustrate  New 
England    humanity  and   morality.     I"  (  again  meaning 
the  said  person  referred  toby  the  said   letter  G.)  "am 
resolved  to  cover  with  thick  infamy  all"   (meaning  a- 
mongst  others  the  said  Francis  Todd)  "who  were  con- 
cerned in  the  nefarious  business"  (thereby  meaning  the 
transportation  of  slaves  from  the  port  of  Baltimore  to  the 
port  of  New  Orleans)  "I"  (again  meaning  the  said  per- 
son referred  to  by  the  said  letter  G.)  "have  stated  that 
the  ship  Francis  sails  from  my  native  place,  Newbury- 
port    (Massachusetts)    is    commanded    by    a  Yankee 
captain  and  owned  by  a  townsman  named  Francis  Todd. 
Of  Captain    Nicholas   Brown   I"     (still   meaning   the 
said  person  referred  to  by  the  said  letter  G.)  "should 
have  expected  better  conduct.     It  is  no  worse  to  fit  out 


9 

piratical  cruisers,  or  to  engage  in  the  foreign  slave  trade, 
than  to  pursue  a  similar  trade  along  our  own  coasts,  and 
the  men  who  have  the  wickedness"  (meaning  that  the 
said  Francis  Todd  amongst  others  had  the  wickedness) 
ato  participate  therein  for  the  purpose  of  heaping  up 
wealth,  should  be  {^sentenced  to  solitary  confinement 
for  life-=£$  they  (meaning  the  men  who  had  the  wicked- 
ness to  participate  in  the  transportation  of  slaves  along  our 
own  coast,  and  amongst  them  including  the  said  Francis 
Todd  )  "are  the  enemies  of  their  own  species,  high-way 
robbers,  and  murderers,"  (meaning  that  the  said  Francis 
Todd  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  highway  robber  and  mur- 
derer) "and  their  final  doom  will  be,  unless  they  speedily 
repent,  to  occupy  the  lowest  depths  of  perdition," — to 
the  great  scandal,  damage  and  disgrace  of  the  said  Fran- 
cis Todd,  to  the  evil  example  of  all  others  in  like  manner 
offending,  and  against  the  peace,  government  and  dignity 
of  the  State. 

(Signed)     Thomas  Jennings  and  R.  W.  Gill, 

Deputies  of  the  Attorney  General 

of  Maryland,  for  Baltimore  City. 

To  which  indictment  the  said  William  Lloyd  Garrison 
pleaded  not  guilty,  and  issue. 

March  1st,  1833. — Jury  sworn,  to  wit,  Benjamin 
Hutchins,  Henry  Dukehart,  Samuel  Wilson,  Joseph  T. 
Ford,  Richard  Bradshaw,  Samuel  Jarrett,  James  C.  Ma- 
gauran,  William  S.  Parker,  Thomas  E.  Palmer,  George 
Waggoner,  Townsend  Scott,  and  Thomas  Bond. — Ver- 
dict Guilty. 

Motion  in  arrest  of  judgment  and  motion  for  judgment 
for  traverser  non  obstante  veredicto,  filed. 
2 
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April  3d,  1833. — The  motions  are  all  overruled  and 
judgment  on  the  verdict. 

April  17.— Fine,  $50  and  Costs,  $18,15.  On  pay- 
ment of  which  traverser  to  be  discharged. 

Traverser  committed,  Sheriff  present,  afterwards  fine 
and  fees  paid  Sheriff. 

In  testimony  that  the  aforegoing  indictment  is  a  true 
copy  from  the  original,  and  that  the  entries  immediately 
following  the  same  are  truly  taken  from  the  Docket  of 
Proceedings  of  Baltimore  City  Court  at  the  above  men- 
tioned term, 

I  hereunto  subscribe  my   name  and  affix 

jIea^s?      tne  seal  °f  said  Court,  this  third  day  of  Sep- 

<  £i^5"  *     tember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  three. 
Wm.  M.  Medcalfe,  Clk.  Bait.  City  Court. 

The  members  of  the  grand  jury  who  found  the  bill 
against  Garrison  at  February  term,  1830,  were— Hugh  W. 
Evans,  J.  Piper,  James  B.  Stansbury,  John  H.  Barney, 
Jacob  Daley,  Joseph  Shane,  Joseph  K.  Stapleton,  Wil- 
liam Chalmers,  Philip  Littig,Rezin  Wight,  Daniel  Conn, 
James  P.  Heath,  Leonard  Pouder,  Arthur  Mitchell,  Jo- 
seph Jamison,  Philip  Uhler,  John  King,  Harmanus  Al- 
ricks,  James  Hindes,  James  R.  Williams,  Danl.  Metzger. 

To  learn  the  views  of  them  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  any  prejudice  could  have 
existed  in  their  minds  against  Garrison,  from  their  being 
owners  of  slaves,  the  following  questions  were  severally 
addressed  to  them,  and  their  respective  answers  are  here- 
to subjoined,  viz.: 

Interrogatories. 

1st.     Were  you  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  at  the 
February  term,  1830,  when  an  indictment  was  found  a- 
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gainst  William  Lloyd   Garrison  for  a  libel  on  Francis 
Todd? 

2d.     Were  you  a  slave  holder  at  the  time,  or  not — If 
you  were,  how  many  slaves  did  you  own  ? 

3d.     What  are  your  views  of  Slavery.     Are  you  op- 
posed to  it  or  not? 

4th.     Will   you   have  any  objection  to  give  your  an- 
swer on  oath? 

H.  W.  Evans,  foreman,  answers  to  the  1st  interroga- 
tory, and  says,  "I  was." 

To  the  2d.  I  held  then  and  now  hold  one  female 
slave." 

To  the  3d.  "I  think  slavery  a  great  evil." 

To  the  4th.     iCI  have  none." 

James  Piper  answers  to  the  1st  interrogatory,  and 
says,  "I  was  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  at  the  time  al- 
luded to." 

To  the  2d.     "1  was  not  a  slave-holder." 

To  the  3d.     "I  am  opposed  to  slavery." 

To  the  4th.  "I  have  no  objection  to  answer  as  pro- 
posed." 

James  B.  Stansbury  answers  to  the  1st  interrogato- 
ry, and  says,  "  I  was  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  of  Bal- 
timore City  Court  at  February  term,  1830,  when  an 
indictment  was  found  against  William  Lloyd  Garrison  for 
a  libel  on  Francis  Todd." 

To  the  2d.     "At  that  time  I  owned  one  female  slave." 

To  the  3d.  "  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  slavery,  and 
would  consider  it  a  great  blessing  to  our  country  if  there 
was  not  a  slave  in  it." 

John  H.  Barney  answers  to  the  1st  interrogatory, 
and  says,  "  I  was  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  of  Balti- 
more City  Court  at  the  February  term,  1830,  when  an 


12 

indictment  was  found  against  William  Lloyd  Garrison 
for  a  libel  on  Francis  Todd." 

To  the  2d.  "I  was  not  a  slave-holder  at  that  time, 
nor  do  I  ever  mean  to  be." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  opposed  to  holding  slaves  on  any 
terms." 

To  the  4th.  "I  am  not  disposed  to  make  oath  on  this 
subject." 

Jacob  Daley  answers  to  the  1st  interrogatory,  and 
says,  "I  was  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  at  the  time  and 
on  the  occasion  referred  to." 

To  the  2d.  "I  had  one  boy  at  that  time,  I  have  none 
now,  and  think  I  never  will." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  opposed  to  slavery  and  think  it  a 
great  evil." 

To  the  4th.  "I  have  no  objection." 

Joseph  Shane,  to  the  1st  interrogatory,  answers  and 
says,  "I  was  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  at  the  term 
above  stated." 

To  the  2d.  "I  was  no  slave-holder  at  the  above  stated 
term,  neither  was  I  a  slave-holder  before  or  since." 

To  the  3d.  "I  always  was  opposed  to  slavery,  and  con- 
scientiously believe  the  principle  to  be  wrong." 

To  the  4th.  "I  sincerely  and  solemnly  declare  and  af- 
firmed, that  my  answers  to  the  above  interrogatories  are 
my  sentiments  and  the  facts  in  the  case  to  which  they 
refer." 

Joseph  K.  Stapleton,  to  the  first,  answers  and  says, 
"I  was  member,  &c." 

To  the  2d.  "I  was  not  a  slave-holder." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  and  through  life  have  opposed  sla- 
very." 

To  the  4th.  "I  have  no  objection." 
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Wm.    Chalmers.,   to  the  first,   answers   and   says, 
"I  was  a  member  of  the  grand  jury,  &,c." 

To  the  2d.  "I  was  not." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  opposed  to  slavery  in  a  certain  de- 
gree." 

To  the  4th.  "I  have  no  objection." 

Rezin  Wight,  to  the  first,  answers  and  says,  "I  was 
a  member,  &,c." 

To  the  2d.  "I  owned  a  girl  for  a  term  of  years,  she  is 
now  free." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  opposed  to  slavery  in  toto." 

To  the  4th.  "I  have  no  objection." 

Daniel  Conn,  to  the  first,  answers  and  says,  "I  was 
a  member,  &,c." 

To  the  2d.  "I  was  a  slave-holder,  I  owned  one  slave." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  opposed  to  the  principle  of  slavery.5' 

To  the  4th.  "I  will  not." 

James  P.  Heath,  to  the  first,  answers  and  says,  "yes." 

To  the  2d.  "I  was  not  then  nor  am  I  now  a  slave- 
holder." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  opposed  to  slavery." 

To  the  4th.  "No,  I  have  no  objection." 

Leonard  Pouder,  deceased. 

Arthur  Mitchell,  to  the  first,  answers  and  says,  "I 
was  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  at  the  term  above  stated." 

To  the  2d.  "I  was  not  a  slave-holder  at  that  time,  nor 
at  any  other  time  of  my  life." 

To  the  3d.  "As  to  slavery,  I  have  and  do  still  believe 
it  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  evils  in  the  world." 

"The  above  answers  are  my  sentiments  on  the  above 
subjects." 

Joseph  Jamison,  to  the  interrogatories  answers  and 
says, 
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C  "I  was  not,  never  was,  and  never  will 
1st,  2d,  and  3d  <  own  one."  "I  am  and  always  have  been 
£  opposed  to  slavery  and  consider  it  as  a 
crying  sin  and  disgrace  to  the  country. 

4th  "None  at  all,  I  am  ready  and  willing  at  any  time 
to  do  so." 

Philip  Uhler,  to  the  1st  answers  and  says,  "I  was 
a  juror  but  not  present  when  that  Bill  was  found." 

To  the  2d.  "I  was  not  a  slave-holder." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  opposed  to  slavery." 

To  the  4th.  I  have  no  objection." 

John  King,  to  the  1st,  answers  and  says,  "I  was  a 
member,  &,c." 

To  the  2d.  "I  was  not  nor  am  I  now." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  opposed  to  slavery." 

To  the  4th.  "I  have  none  if  necessary." 

Harmanus  Alricks.  No  answer  has  been  received 
from  him. 

James  Hindes,  to  the  1st  interrogatory  answers  and 
says,  "I  was." 

To  the  2d.  "I  was  not  a  slave-holder  then,  nor  am  I 
now." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  slavery." 

To  the  4th.  "I  have  no  objection." 

James  R.  Williams,  to  the  1st,  answers  and  says, 
"I  was  a  member  of  said  grand  jury." 

To  the  2d.  "I  was  not  a  slave-holder." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  a  decided  opponent  to  slavery." 

To  the  4th.  "I  have  no  objections  to  give  my  answers 
on  oath." 

Daniel  Metzger,  to  the  1st,  answers  and  says,  "I 
was." 

To  the  2d.  "1  was  not  a  slave-holder  at  that  time." 

To  the  3d.  "I  am  opposed  to  slavery,  and  always  have 
been." 


15 

To  the  4th.  "I  have  no  objection." 

Of  the  above  named  members  of  the  grand  jury  who 
indicted  W.  L.  Garrison,  it  appears  that  only  four  of  them 
were  slave-holders  at  that  time,  each  owning  one.  They 
unanimously,  and  in  the  strongest  and  most  decisive 
terms,  express  their  conviction  that  slavery  is  a  great  na- 
tional and  moral  evil. 


The  members  of  the  petit  jury  who,  tried  William  L. 
Garrison  upon  the  indictment,  and  found  a  verdict  of 
guilty  against  him,  were 

1.  Benjamin  Hutchins;  2.  Henry  Dukehart;  3.  Samuel 
Wilson;  4.  Joseph  T.Ford;  5. Richard  Bradshaw;  6.  Sam- 
uel Jarrett;  7.  James  C.  Magauran;  8.  Wm.  S.  Parker; 
9.  Thomas  E.  Palmer;  10.  George  Waggoner;  11.  Town- 
send  Scott;    12.  Thomas  Bond. 

The  subjoined  affidavits  will  show  their  opinions  of  the 
subject,  and  their  views  of  slavery. 

1st.  Benjamin  Hutchins,  removed. 

2d.  Henry  Dukehart's  affidavit. 

State  of  Maryland,  City  of  Baltimore,  viz.: 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  undersigned  was  a  member 
of  the  jury  which  tried  William  Lloyd  Garrison  in  the 
Baltimore  City  (or  Criminal)  Court  upon  an  indictment 
for  a  libel  on  Francis  Todd,  of  Newburyport,  Massachu- 
setts, for  which  libel  the  said  Garrison  was  found  guilty 
by  the  unanimous  verdict  of  the  jury.  I  further  certify ^ 
that  I  am  opposed  to  slavery,  in  proof  of  which  I  manu- 
mitted a  slave  to  whom  I  was  entitled,  by  inheritance, 
immediately  upon  my  being  invested  with  legal  authority 
to  do  so.  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  the  City 
of  Baltimore  and  State  aforesaid,  on  this  nineteenth  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1833. 

Henry  Dukehart. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  Wm.  A.  Sch^effer. 
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• 

3  and  11.  We  were  on  the  jury  in  Baltimore  City 
Court  at  what  is  called  February  term,  1830,  and  tried 
a  libel  case  in  which  Francis  Todd  of  Newburyport  in 
Massachusetts,  was  plaintiff,  and  a  person  by  the  name 
of  William  Lloyd  Garrison  said  then  to  be  of  Baltimore, 
defendant,  it  was  a  libel  of  an  aggravated  and  malignant 
character,  and  the  jury  unanimously  found  him  guilty. — 
We  are  and  always  have  been  principled  against  slavery. 

Samuel   Wilson. 

Balto.,  9  mo.  20,  1833.  Townsend  Scott. 

Affirmed  to  before  George  S.  Eichelberger. 

4th.  Joseph  T.  Ford's  affidavit. 

Baltimore,  State  of  Maryland,  September  \7th,  1833. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  was  on  the  jury  of  Baltimore 
Criminal  Court  in  February  term,  1830,  when  William 
Lloyd  Garrison  was  found  guilty  of  a  libel  on  Francis 
Todd  of  the  town  of  Newburyport  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts.— The  libel  was  wantonly  gross  and  evidently 
malignant.  So  much  so,  that  the  jury  found  no  difficul- 
ty in  promptly  deciding  that  he,  Garrison,  merited  the 
punishment,  provided  by  law,  for  such  cases. 

I  furthermore  certify  that  I  am  not  now  and  was  not 
then,  a  holder  or  owner  of  slaves;  and  will  add  that  I  do 
most  sincerely  desire  to  see  the  day  when  slavery  shall 
cease  in  all  the  world.  Joseph  T.   Ford. 

Sworn  to  before  Geo.  S.  Eichelberger. 

5th.  Richard  Bradshaw's  affidavit. 

I  was  on  the  jury  in  Baltimore  Criminal  Court  at  Feb- 
ruary term,  1830,  who  found  William  Lloyd  Garrison 
guilty  of  a  libel  against  Francis  Todd ;  we  were  unani- 
mous in  the  opinion,  that  the  libel  was  of  a  malevolent 
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character.     I  never  bought  or  sold    or  owned  a  slave. — 
I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  slavery. 

Richard  Bradshaw. 
Sworn  before  Wm.  A.  Schjeffer. 
6th.  Samuel  Jarrett's  deposition. 
I    was   on    the  jury    in  Baltimore  City  or   Criminal 
Court  at  February  term,   1830. — William    L.    Garrison 
was  found  guilty  of  a  libel  against  Francis  Todd.     I  am 
opposed  to  slavery  and  never  owned  a  slave. 

Baltimore,   16th  Sept.  1S33.       Samuel  Jarrett. 
Sworn  before  Joseph  Shane. 
7th.  Elizabeth  Magauran's  deposition. 
State  of  Mar y land,  City  of  Baltimore,  Set. — Be  it  re- 
membered and  it  is  hereby  certified    that  on  this  second 
day  of  October,  in   the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-three  personally  appeared  Mrs. 
Magauran  before  me  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  State  of 
Maryland's  justice  of  the  peace  in  and    for  the    City  of 
Baltimore,  and  made  oath  that  her  late  husband  James 
C.  Magauran,  who    was  one  of    the  jurors    on  the  tri- 
al of  William  Lloyd  Garrison  for  a  libel  on  Mr.  Todd  of 
Massachusetts,   in  the    Criminal   Court  of  Baltimore,  in 
February,  1830,  as  she  believes,  at  that  time  owned  one 
negro  only  who  is  since  deceased. 

Witness  my  hand  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid, 

James  Blair, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  City  of  Baltimore. 

8th.  William  S.  Parker's  affidavit. 

Balto.  County,  sst.  Be  it  known  that  I  was  sum- 
moned by  the  sheriff  of  Baltimore  county,  to  serve  on 
the  jury  at  the  February  term  of  the  City  Court,  in  the 
year  1830,  and  that  I  was  on  the  panel  when  a  certain 
William  Lloyd  Garrison  was  arraigned  for  a  libel — 
3 
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Francis  Todd,  merchant  of  Newbury  port,  was  complain- 
ant.— The  evidence  unfolded  to  the  jury  a  malevolent 
intention,  and  they  promptly  and  unanimously  found 
him  guilty. — I  never  owned  a  slave,  and  am  and  always 
have  been  opposed  to  slavery  in  all  its  forms  and  fea- 
tures. Wm.  S.  Parker. 
Sworn  before  Joseph  Shane. 

9th.  Thomas  E.  Palmer's  affidavit. 

I,  T.  E.  Palmer,  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State 
of  Maryland  and  United  States  of  America,  Merchant,  do 
solemnly  swear  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,  that  I  was  a  juryman  of  Baltimore  City  Court  for 
February    term,    1830,    and  was  upon  the  panel  which 
tried  the  case  of  libel  wherein  Francis  Todd  was  plain- 
tiff and  William  Lloyd  Garrison  defendant;  and  by  whom 
the  said  Garrison  was  found  guilty  of  the  charges  that 
were  then  brought  against  him. — I  do  further  swear  that 
the  only  slave  in  which  I  ever  was  pecuniarily  interest- 
ed, was  a  female  slave,  who  became  upon  the  death  of  a 
relative,  the  joint  property  of  myself  and  several  other 
heirs,  and  that  during  the  short  time  that  she  was  held 
by  us  as  a  slave,  no  profit  or  emolument  whatever,  ac- 
crued to  me,  or,  as  I  verily  believe,  to  either  of  us,   for 
her  services  ;    and    that  she   is  now  and  has   for  a  long 
time  been  free. — I  do   further  swear,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  slavery,  and  am,  and   always  have  been  ready  to  aid; 
as  far  as  it  may  be  in  my  power,  in  any  plausible  means 
that  may  be  devised   to  exterminate   that  evil  from  the 
soil  of  my  country.  Thos.  E.  Palmer. 

Sworn  to  before  T.  Sheppard. 
10th.  George  Waggoner's  affidavit. 
In  Baltimore  City    Court,  at   February  term,  1830,  I 
was  on  the  panel  which  found  William  Lloyd  Garrison 


19 

guilty  of  a  libel  on  Francis  Todd  of  New  England,  the 
libel  was  gross  and  malignant. — I  own  one  black  girl,  I 
never  sold  a  slave,  my  black  girl  has  one  child. 

George  Waggoner. 
Sworn  to  before  Nath'l  Knight. 

12th.  Thomas  Bond's  affidavit. 

I  was  on  the  jury  in  1830,  in  Baltimore  City  Court, 
chief  justice  Brice  presided,  William  L.  Garrison  was 
convicted  of  a  libel  against  Francis  Todd  of  Newbury  - 
port. — I  never  owned  a  slave.  Thos.  Bond. 

Sworn  to  before  Wm.  A.  Shaffer. 


The  following  letter  was  written  by  the  honorable 
chief  justice  of  Baltimore  City  Court. 

Baltimore,  20th  May,  1834. 

Dear  Sir,—  I  have  carefully  looked  over  the  papers 
which  you  put  in  my  hands  a  few  days  since,  and  now 
return  them  to  you,  I  think  they  cannot  fail  to  answer 
the  object  in  view. 

The  best  proof  I  can  give  of  the  sincerity  of  my  pro- 
fessions of  being  friendly  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves, 
is,  my  own  acts ;  by  reference  to  the  records  of  Balti- 
more County  Court,  it  will  be  found  that  about  twelve 
or  fifteen  years  since,  I  manumitted  four  valuable  men, 
and  one  woman,  with  three  or  four  children — and  as 
counsel  and  otherwise  aided  many  others  in  obtaining 
their  freedom. — As  relates  to  the  trial  of  Garrison  for  a 
libel  which  was  had  before  the  City  Court,  I  think  it 
only  necessary  to  state,  that  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Garri- 
son's counsel,  preferred  submitting  the  whole  case,  both 
as  to  the  law  as  well  as  the  facts — to  the  decision  of  the 
jury. — The  Court  had   no   other  agency  in  the   matter) 
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than  to  order  the  verdict  to  be  recorded,  and  pronounce 
the  judgment. — A  new  trial  was  moved  for,  on  grounds 
not  deemed  sufficient,  and  was  therefore  refused. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't. 

N.  Brice. 
To  Moses  Sheppard,  Esq. 


The  trial  of  William  Lloyd  Garrison  in  Baltimore 
County  Court,  October  term,  1830,  Honourable  chief 
justice  Archer,  presiding. 

The  members  of  the  jury  on  the  above  trial  who  found 
a  verdict  of  guilty,  were: 

1,  Daniel  W.  Crocker;  2,  Samuel  D.  Walker;  3, 
William  H.  Beatty ;  4,  John  Franciscus ;  5,  George 
McDowell;  6,  George  A.  V.  Spreckelsen;  7,  Stewart 
Brown;  8,  George  A.  Hughes;  9,  Andrew  Crawford ; 
10,  Robert  Hewett,  removed  ;  11,  James  W.  Collins;  12, 
John  Walsh. 

The  following  affidavits  were  made,  on  oath,  before 
some  magistrates,  by  such  of  the  above  named  jurors  as 
were  living  and  within  reach,  to  show  that  in  making  up 
their  verdict,  they  were  uninfluenced  by  considerations 
distinct  from  the  merits  of  the  case  then  before  them. 

1.  Daniel  W.  Crocker. 

I,  Daniel  W.  Crocker,  late  of  the  City  of  Baltimore, 
was  foreman  of  the  jury  in  the  case  of  Francis  Todd  vs. 
W.  L.  Garrison,  October  term,  1830,  and  after  the  most 
full  and  satisfactory  evidence,  was  of  the  opinion,  in 
common  with  the  other  jurors,  (who  were  men  of  high 
respectability)  that  defendant  was  guilty  of  a  malicious 
and  atrocious  libel,  meriting  the  exaction  of  the  damages 
laid  by  the  plaintiff,  but  under  the  belief  that  such  a  ver- 
dict ($5000)  would,  from  the  known  poverty  of  defen- 
dant, be  tantamount  to  releasing  him  from  payment,  gave 


a  verdict  of  $1000. — I  was  not  a  slaveholder. — I  am  and 
ever  have  been  opposed  to  slavery  on  principle,  and 
heartily  desire  the  speedy  termination  of  the  institution 
of  slavery,  but  believe  the  course  taken  and  still  pursued 
by  said  defendant,  calculated  to  protract  its  duration,  and 
endanger  the  stability  of  the  Union. 

Philadelphia,  Feb'y  24,  1834.      D.  W.   Crocker. 

Sworn  befors  S.  Badger,  Alderman. 

2.  Samuel  D.  Walker. 

I  was  on  the  panel  in  Baltimore  County  Court,  Octo- 
ber term,  1830,  when  William  L.  Garrison  was  on  trial 
for  a  libel  case,  in  which  Francis  Todd  of  Newburyport, 
Mass.,  was  plaintiff.  My  recollection  of  the  case  is,  that 
the  jury  were  generally,  if  not  unanimously,  of  the  opi- 
nion that  the  damages  claimed,  5000  dollars,  did  not  ex- 
ceed the  injury  of  character  inflicted  by  said  libel,  but 
understanding  that  Garrison's  means  were  inadequate, 
they  awarded  but  one  thousand  dollars. — I  have  owned 
but  one  slave,  whom  I  manumitted  previous  to  the  trial. 
I  never  sold  a  slave. — 1  am  now  and  always  was  opposed 

to  slavery,  and  deplore  its  existence  in  the  United  States. 

Saml.  D.  Walker. 
Sworn  to  before  Henry  Brice. 

3.  William  H.  Beatty. 

I  was  on  the  panel  in  Baltimore  County  Court,  Octo- 
ber term,  1830,  when  William  L.  Garrison  was  tried  on 
a  libel  case  in  which  Francis  Todd  was  plaintiff. 

My  recollection  is,  that  the  jury  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  libel  was  so  aggravated  a  case,  that  the  amount  of 
damages  claimed  by  the  plaintiff,  would  have  been  a- 
warded,  but  having  been  made  known  to  the  jury,  that 
Garrison  was  unable  to  pay,  it  was  thought  that  the  ma- 
jesty of  the  law  would  be  duly  honored  by  awarding 
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damages  $1000. — I  have  never  purchased  or  sold  any 
slaves,  and  own  but  two,  by  inheritance,  a  woman  and 
her  child. — The  woman  has  not  rendered  me  any  ser- 
vice, to  my  recollection,  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  her 
entire  earnings  are  enjoyed  by  herself  and  her  child. — 
I  have  offered  to  emancipate  her  several  yfears  ago,  pro- 
vided she  would  leave  the  country  and  go  to  Liberia. — 
She  now  enjoys  all  the  privileges  of  free  persons  of  co- 
lor. My  offer  to  emancipate,  is  a  manifestation  of  my 
desire  that  slavery  should  be  abolished  in  this  country, 
provided  colored  persons  would  have  a  habitation  of 
their  own,  where  they  could  enjoy  all  the  rights  of  free- 
dom. W.  H.  Beatty. 
Sworn  to  before  James  Blair. 

4.  John  Franciscus. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  for  the  City  of  Baltimore^ 
John  Franciscus,  one  of  the  jurors  in  Baltimore  County 
Court,  on  the  trial  of  the  case  of  Francis  Todd  against 
William  L.  Garrison,  in  October,  1830,  who  made  oath^ 
that  the  jury  were  unanimous  in  the  verdict  rendered  to 
Court — and  that  the  fine  imposed  on  Garrison  for  the 
libel,  as  proved,  would  probably  have  been  greater  had 
he  been  able  to  pay  it,  as  several  jurors  were  of  opinion 
that  heavier  damages  should  be  awarded,  deponent  also 
swears  that  he  possesses  but  one  slave,  a  family  servant, 
and  that  he  never  has  sold  a  slave,  and  that  he  is  not 
friendly  to  slavery.     Sworn  to  before      Henry  Brice. 

5.  George  McDowell. 

Baltimore  City,  sst. — Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  city  aforesaid,  George  McDowell,  Esq'r,  made 
oath  on  the  Holy  Evangely  of  Almighty  God,  that  he 
was  on  the  jury  that  tried  Wm.    L.  Garrison   in  Balti- 
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more  County  Court,  October  term,  1830,  for  a  libel  on 
Francis  Todd,  and  that  he  was  satisfied  the  damages 
found  by  the  jury  were  moderate.  Furthermore,  that 
he  was  then,  and  still  is  the  owner  of  one  female  slave, 
whom  he  would  willingly  manumit,  if  her  feeble  health 
did  not  forbid^it,  and  that  he  is  opposed  to  slavery. 

Geo.  McDowell. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,    Jas.  B.  Latimer. 

6.  George  A.  V.  Spreckelsen. 

I  was  on  the  jury  of  Baltimore  County  Court  during 
the  October  term  of  1830,  at  which  time  William  L. Gar- 
rison was  found  guilty  of  a  libel  uttered  by  him  against 
Francis  Todd  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  the  dama- 
ges were  laid  by  Mr.  Todd,  at  five  thousand  dollars, 
which  was,  as  well  as  my  memory  serves,  considered  to 
be  by  no  means  too  heavy  for  the  offences  charged  a- 
gainst  said  Garrison, — but  in  consideration  of  his  want 
of  means,  the  jury  decided  that  a  verdict  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  damages,  would  sustain  the  majesty  of  the 
law. 

I  owned  one  slave  at  that  time,  and  have  since  pur- 
chased three  others  to  save  them  from  being  sold  to  New 
Orleans. 

I  dislike  the  principle  of  slavery,  and  would  give  my 
cheerful  co-operation  in  any  suitable  means  to  eradicate 
this  evil  from  the  state. — I  never  have  sold  a  slave  or 
disposed  of  one  in  any  way. 

Geo.  A.  V.  Spreckelsen. 
Sworn  to  before  Nath'l  Knight. 
7.  Stewart  Brown. 

State  of  Maryland  City  of  Baltimore  ss. — Be  it  re- 
membered, and  it  is  hereby  certified,  that  on  the  6th  of 
February,    1834,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  jus- 
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tice  of  the  peace,  J.  Harman  Brown,  son  of  the  late 
Stewart  Brown,  Esq'r,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and 
made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangely  of  Almighty  God, 
that  he  is  informed,  and  verily  believes,  that  his  said 
father  was  one  of  the  jurors  empaneled  to  try  a  case  of 
libel  in  Baltimore  County  Court,  in  which  William  Lloyd 
Garrison  was  defendant,  that  he,  the  said  J.  Harman 
Brown,  knows  that  his  father,  the  late  Stewart  Brown, 
was  not  a  slave-holder  or  the  owner  of  any  slave,  and 
that  he  verily  believes,  that  the  said  Stewart  Brown, 
in  his  life-time,  disapproved  the  whole  system  of  slave- 
ry.    Sworn  to  before  Jacob  Walsh. 

8.  George  A.  Hughes. 

In  the  Baltimore  County  Court,  October  term,  1830, 
I  was  a  member  of  the  panel  that  tried  William  L.  Gar- 
rison for  a  libel  on  Francis  Todd,  the  damage  was  laid 
at  $1000  under  the  belief  that  Garrison  was  poor. — I 
have  owned  but  one  slave,  and  that  one  I  manumitted. 
I  never  sold  a  slave,  and  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  sla- 
very. George  A.  Hughes. 

Sworn  to  before  William  Warfield. 

9.  Andrew  Crawford. 

I  was  acquainted  with  the  late  A.  Crawford  from  his 
early  years  ;  we  were  boys  together  in  Ireland  ;  I  am 
certain  he  never  owned  a  slave.        Jno.  Henderson. 

Baltimore,  February  4,  1834. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  Jas.  B.  Latimer. 

10.  Robert  Hewitt, 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  written  by  Rob- 
ert Hewitt 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  March  17,  1834. 
Sir  ; — I  have  received  your  lelter  of  the  12th  ultimo, 
in  which  you  state  "that  it   has  been  represented,  that 
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William  Lloyd  Garrison  was  tried  by  a  jury  deeply 
interested,  that  in  slaves  and  slavery,  and  that  their 
verdict  was  predicated  in  a  partiality  for  the  system 
of  slavery." — So  far  as  this  statement  applies  to  me  as 
one  of  that  jury,  it  is  entirely  untrue,  as  I  have  never 
owned  a  slave  for  life,  and  not  until  the  past  year,  have 
I  owned  one  for  a  short  term  of  years." 

1 1 .  James  W.  Collins. 

I  was  empanelled  and  acted  on  the  jury  that  tried  a 
libel  case  between  Francis  Todd  and  Wm.  L.  Garrison 
in  Baltimore  County  Court,  October  term,  1830.  We 
found  a  verdict  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff,  Francis  Todd  ; 
damages,  one  thousand  dollars. — I  was  not  then,  nor  am 
I  now  a  slave-holder. 

Bait.,  Jan.  5,  1834.  James  W.  Collins. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me.  J.  B.  Latimer. 

12.  John  Walsh. 

I  was  on  the  jury  in  Baltimore  County  Court,  at  Oc- 
tober term,  1830,  when  Wm.  L.  Garrison  was  tried  for 
a  libel  on  Francis  Todd,  the  jury  were  generally  of  opin- 
ion that  the  verdict  should  be  for  the  amount  of  damages 
claimed,  but  from  the  inability  of  the  defendant  to  pay, 
it  was  rendered  for  one  thousand  dollars. — I  have  own- 
ed three  slaves,  one  of  whom  I  had  manumitted  previously 
to  that  time,  and  the  other  two  I  have  manumitted  since. — 
I  never  sold  a  slave,  and  am  decidedly  opposed  to  sla- 
very. 

Baltimore,  February  4,  1834.  John  Walsh. 

Sworn  to  before  Joseph  Shane. 

The  jurors  above  named,  appear  to  have  been  at  the 
time  of  the  trial  in  the  County  Court,  possessors  of  10 
slaves  among  them,  but  most  of  them  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  go  fully  to  corroborate  their  testimony 
against  slavery. 


26 

The   following  letter  was  written  by  the  honourable 
chief  justice  of  Baltimore  County  Court. 

Baltimore,  May  21*/,  1S34. 

My  Dear  Sir.— Among  the  papers  you  present  to 
me,  I  perceive  it  stated  that  Wm.  L.  Garrison  has 
complained  of  his  being  the  victim  of  persecution  in 
Maryland,  and  charges  his  prosecution  and  conviction 
to  the  predjudices  of  slave-holding  judges  and  jurors. — 
With  regard  to  any  proceedings  which  may  have  pre- 
vailed  against  him  in  the  City  Court,  a  tribunal  exclu- 
sively of  criminal  jurisdiction,  I  know  nothing,  except 
what  I  have  heard,  and  as  I  have  seen  from  the  papers 
which  you  have  presented  to  me.  It  would  therefore, 
not  become  me  to  speak  of  that  proceeding ;  and  you 
have  very  properly  sought  information  from  a  more  au- 
thentic quarter. 

The  case,  however,  of  Todd  vs.  Garrison,  was  tried 
before  me.— It  was  a  civil  action  for  a  libel — The  cause 
of  the  plaintiff  was,  according  to  my  recollection,  fully 
made  out  by  the  evidence,  and  I  was  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  verdict. 

In  the  amount  of  that  verdict  I  had  no  instrumentali- 
ty whatever,  and  I  need  not  say  to  any  one  acquainted 
with  the  practice  of  the  civil  tribunals  of  Maryland,  that 
I  gave  to  the  jury  not  the  most  distant  idea  of  my  views 
of  the  aggravated  character  of  the  case. — It  is  not  our 
practice  to  charge  the  juries,  nor  was  any  thing  of  the 
kind  done  upon  that  occasion. — I  can  assure  you, 
sir,  that  I  have  at  no  time  of  my  life  entertained  predu- 
dices,  of  even  the  slightest  character,  against  the  enemies 
of  slavery  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  may  boast  that  I  number 
among  my  best  and  most  cherished   friends,  those  who 
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partically  and  theoretically  advocate  emancipation,  and  I 
hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  to  you,  that  while  prac- 
tising at  the  bar,  I  have  attended  to  the  application  of 
many  slaves  who  have  claimed  manumission,  and  that 
upon  a  single  occasion,  I  obtained  a  judgment  of  the 
Court  for  the  manumission  of,  I  think,  more  than  thirty 
negroes,  without  fee  or  reward. — I  refer  to  the  case  of 
the  negroes  of  James  Phillips,  who  relied  for  their  free- 
dom upon  an  alleged  nuncupative  will. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 
Your  ob't  serv't. 

Stevenson  Archer. 

To  Moses  Sheppard  Esq'r. 


The  following  is   the  deposition  of  Captain   Nicholas 
Brown,  in  the  aforegoing  case  of  Todd  vs.  Garrison. 

Baltimore,  9   September,  1830. 

1st.  About  the  middle  of  the  month  of  September, 
1829,  I,  Nicholas  Brown,  citizen  of  Newburyport,  state 
of  Massachusetts,  came  on  to  this  city  from  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  to  take  charge  of  the  American  ship 
Francis  of  Newburyport,  and  belonging  to  Mr.  Francis 
Todd,  merchant  of  the  latter  place,  the  said  ship  being 
consigned  for  freight,  or  otherwise,  to  his  agent,  a  mer- 
chant of  this  city. 

2d.  That  in  the  month  of  October  following,  Mr. 
Todd's  agent  and  myself  engaged  and  obligated  ourselves 
to  carry  to  New  Orleans,  on  board  the  Francis,  from 
seventy-five  to  one  hundred  black  people,  for  account 
and  risk  of  Mr.  Win.  Milligan,  a  very  respectable  plan- 
ter on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi. 

3d.  That  we  made  the  above  engagements  without 
consulting  the  owner  of  the  ship,  neither  could  he  have 
known  if  his  ship  was  to  carry  slaves    or   not,  till  about 
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ready  for  sea.     That  his  agent   and   myself  were  the 
only  legal   agents  at  this  place  for   the  Francis ;  and  of 
course  her  owner,  Mr.  F.  Todd,  was  bound  to  fulfil  the 
contract  made  by  us,   his   agents ;  notwithstanding  any 
objection  that  he  might  have  to  his  ship  carrying  slaves. 
4th.  That  I    sailed   from  the  port  of  Baltimore  with 
said  ship  about  the  20th  of  October,  having  no  slaves  on 
board,  and  proceeded  down   the  bay    as  far  as  Calvert 
County,  were  I  received  on  board,  agreeably  to  contract, 
eighty-eight  black  passengers;  that  they  were  all  brought 
up  together  in  families,  on  two  estates,  say  parents,  sons, 
daughters,  uncles,  aunts,   and  cousins,    &c, — and  that 
they  were   all  perfectly  willing  to  come  on   board  and 
join   the    ship,   nor  was   any  force    required   to   com- 
pel them,   having  a   perfect    understanding   with  their 
new  master,  Mr.  Milligan,  who  was  present  at  the  time, 
that  they  were  not  to  be  sold  again  at  New  Orleans,  but 
that  they  were  all  intended  for  one  estate. 

That  Mr.  Todd's  agent  and  myself  provided  for  them 
on  board  the  ship  previous  to  her  leaving  Baltimore, 
even  the  best  of  provisions  to  feed  them  on  their  passage, 
in  addition  to  which,  by  request  of  Mr.  Milligan,  the 
agent  put  on  board,  expressly  for  their  use,  coffee,  tea, 
sugar,  molasses,  whiskey,  &c.  &c,  with  every  kind  of 
convenience  for  using  the  same,  and  clothing  of  every 
description,  to  make  them  comfortable,  which  was  dealt 
out  to  them  day  after  day  on  the  passage  at  my  discre- 
tion.— That  they  all  expressed  much  satisfaction  of  their 
treatment  while  on  board  the  ship ;  that  they  had  the 
perfect  liberty  of  her,  and  that  they  all  conducted  them- 
selves very  well  indeed,  and  needed  not  chains  or  other 
confinement,  neither  was  any  one  chained  or  otherways 
confined  ;  they  often  told  me  while  on  the  passage,  that 
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they  had  much  reason  to  rejoice  that  they  were  all  on 
board  together,  that  they  for  some  time  past  had  been 
aware  that  their  former  masters  were  deeply  in  debt,  and 
they  were  attached  and  would  be  sold  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  those  who  had  out  executions — and  that  their 
greatest  fears  had  been,  that  they  should  be  separated, 
but  now  they  had  the  promise  of  Mr.  Milligan  their  new 
master,  that  they  should  all  live  together,  and  they  were 
happy. 

5th.  That  after  1  took  them  on  board,  I  returned  up 
the  bay  as  far  as  Annapolis,  where  they  were  all  exam- 
ined by  an  officer  of  the  customs,  and  regularly  cleared 
out  from  that  port  for  New  Orleans. 

6th.  That  about  the  middle  of  November,  I  landed 
them  all  in  good  health  and  spirits  on  the  very  planta- 
tion for  which  they  were  intended,  and  belonging  to  their 
owner,  seventeen  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
7th.  That  I  visited  the  plantation  some  time  after,  and 
they  all  appeared  contented  with  their  new  servitude, 
and  gave  me  many  thanks  for  the  kind  treatment  which 
they  received  on  board  my  ship. 

8th.  That  their  quarters  on  board  the  ship  were  very 
large  and  not  narrow,  that  all  of  them  had  good  comfor- 
table sleeping  places  or  berths,  and  well  provided  with 
blankets,  &,c,  and  that  the  ship's  hatches  were  never 
closed  on  them  for  any  other  purpose  tlran  to  protect 
them  from  rough  and  wet  weather,  and  make  them  com- 
fortable. 

And  finally,  from  the  very  high  opinion  I  have  of  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  Mr.  W.  Milligan,  their  new  mas- 
ter and  owner,  together  with  other  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  whole  business,  I,  with  the  truest  consideration 
do  consider  this  my  act,   in   carrying  these  people  away 
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as  one  of  the  best  of  my  life ; — at  least  I  have  the  satis- 
faction to  know  from  the  mouths  of  these  people,  that 
their  hearts  were  not  destitute  of  true  gratitude  towards 
me  when  I  last  saw  them. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  I  was  not  the  cause  of 
their  bondage,  but  have  relieved  their  distresses  in  some 
degree,  by  carrying  them  to  a  climate  much  more  con- 
genial to  their  nature,  and  a  firm  belief  that  they  are 
now  much  better  provided'  for  than  they  were  when  I 
first  saw  them ;  I  therefore  feel  that  it  is  a  charitable  act, 
after  the  order,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  a  man  or  a  mason. 

Nicholas  Brown. 

Mr.  Francis  Todd  and  myself  were  brought  up  toge- 
ther at  Newburyport,  from  childhood,  and  I  have  known 
both  him  and  his  business  up  to  this  time. — I  never  knew 
him  to  carry  slaves  in  any  of  his  vessels,  and  I  verily  and 
conscientiously  believe  he  never  had  a  slave  or  slaves 
carried  in  any  vessel  of  his  to  any  part  of  the  world,  ex- 
cept in  the  solitary  instance  of  the  ship  Francis  as  afore- 
said, and  I  known  he  never  owned  a  slave  in  his  life. 

Nicholas  Brown. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Slaves  held  by  the  Grand  Jury,    ------     4 

"         «     "     "     City  Court  Jury     -     -     -     -        3 

a         cc     u     cc     County,     -------    10 

Total,  ---:  17 
Total  number  of  jurymen,    -------     44 
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United  States  of  America,  )  ^  ^ 
State  of  Maryland,  $ 

I,  James  B.  Latimer,  Notary  Republic,  by  letters 
patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
commissioned  and  duly  qualified,  residing  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  in  the  state  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify,  at- 
test and  make  known,  that  I  have  carefully  compared 
the  record  of  proceedings  of  Baltimore  City  Court, 
which  is  hereto  annexed,  with  the  certified  copy  of  said 
proceedings,  and  found  the  same  to  be  a  true  copy 
thereof;  and  I  further  certify  that  I  have  carefully  com- 
pared the  certificates  and  affidavits  of  the  following  nam- 
ed persons  with  the  original  certificates  and  affidavits 
produced  before  me,  and  found  the  same  to  be  true 
copies. 

Henry   Dukehart's,    Samuel   Wilson's,    Townsend 
Scott's,  Joseph  T.  Ford's,  Richard  Bradshaw's,  Samuel 
Jarrett's,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Magauran's,  William  S.  Par- 
ker's, Thomas  E.  Palmer's  George  Waggoner's,  Thomas 
Bond's,   Daniel   W.    Crocker's   Samuel   C.   Walker's, 
William  H.  Beatty's,  John   Franciscus's,    George    Mc- 
Dowell's,   George    A.    V.    Spreckelsen's,    J.    Harman 
Brown's,  George  A.  Hughes's,  John  Henderson's,  James 
W.  Collins's,  John  Walsh's.     And   I  also  further  certi- 
fy, that  I  compared  the  extract  of  a  letter  which  is  here- 
to annexed,  from  Robert  Hewitt,   with  the   original  of 
which  it  purports  to  be  a  copy,    and   found  the  same  to 
be  a  true  copy — and  that  the  copies  of  letters  from  the 
honorable  Nicholas  Brice,  chief  justice  of  Baltimore  City 
Court,  and  the  honorable  Stevenson  Archer,  chief  justice 
of  Baltimore  County  Court,  are  true  copies  of  the  origi- 
nal letters  produced  before  me. 

In  testimony  whereof,   I,   the  said   Notary,  have 
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hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  notarial,  on 
this  sixteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-four. 

Jas.  B.  Latimer, 

Notary  Public. 


The  foregoing  publication  was  originally  made,  that  the  truth  might 
be  known  respecting  the  matters  contained  in  it ;  and  it  was  believed, 
that,  its  object  having  been  answered,  it  would  long  since  have  been 
forgotten :  but  the  prominence  before  the  public  eye,  which  the  chief 
individual  in  it,  has,  in  one  way  or  another,  contrived  to  maintain,  has 
kept  alive  an  inquiry  for  the  pamphlet,  which  the  present  republica- 
tion of  it  is  intended  to  supply. 


